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ing nothing more, they go in search of something,
and beg for it persistently. It is true that this
simple fellow realizes that this is not a good way,
and, when I show him that it is not well to use
up his food so quickly, he says: ‘“It is not I who do
that, it is my wife.” He is astonished when we give
him a piece of Bear or Moose six weeks after he has
given it to us, for in that time they eat two, three,
[96] and four bears in his cabin, if they capture that
many.

On the 13th of February God did us a very signal
favor. My teacher, named in his language, as I have
often said already, Pierre Pastedechouan, went off
without giving us notice. Since he had been with
us, he had somewhat improved; he had been to con-
fession from time to time, but would not take com-
munion, whatever might be said to him. His reason
was that he had never taken communion in his coun-
try, though he had in France; ‘‘But I was,” he said,
““more disposed to it there than here.” As he felt
that Lent was approaching, he asked us a number of
questions, the full tendency of which we did not com-
prehend; namely, at what age it was necessary to
fast; if one should not eat meat at all during Lent,
and similar things. “The fear he had of fasting, and
his belief that [g7] the people of La Nasse would be
lucky in their hunt, led him to go to them without
telling me. Seeing that I had lost my help in learn-
ing the language, we again asked God to give us, if
it pleased him, for a second time, the one he had
given us at first. The Theology of that worthy man,
blind from birth, who says that God does not hearken
to sinners except when it is agreeable to him, is not
good. La Nasse having eaten all his game, and find-



